Ten things you should know about the Falmouth coat of arms

The Falmouth Coat of Arms is an important part of the town’s identity. The figures on the heraldic emblem represent the

port’s rich history.
Did you know that:

The coat of arms of the prominent Killigrew family had been used in a modified form as the badge of the borough of
Falmouth. This had been used until the granting of the town’s own arms in 1961 - 300 years after Falmouth had
been granted its charter by King Charles II in 1661.

The shield of silver or white, bears a double-headed eagle, derived from the arms of the Killigrew
family, which bore a black eagle on silver within a bordure of Cornish bezants on black.

Killi - grew (Eagle — grove)

The two gold towers on the wings of the eagle represent the defences of the estuary or Carrick

Roads - the Tudor forts at Pendennis and St Mawes.

The water at the base stands for the River Fal and the sea.
The rock and pole, with red pennant flying, stand for the Black Rock, on which former rectors of Falmouth were
allowed by Act of Parliament to keep a pole flying a red flag to warn ships of the danger. The rectors, for this service,
received sixpence for every decked ship that came into port.

The two lions are adorned with 17th century Royal crowns — a reference to King Charles II's gift of charter.

The chaplet of oak commemorates the time when King Charles I hid in an oak tree after the defeat of his forces at
the Battle of Worcester during the English Civil War in 1651.

The local shipping industry is represented by an adze and pin maul, which are shipwright’s tools.

A Falmouth Packet ship, resplendent in full sail, is at the crest of the coat of arms. It recalls the mail packet service
which was in operation between 1688 and 1852.

The motto "Remember" was the last word spoken by King Charles I at his execution to the Bishop Juxon. This word
to Falmouth means to remember the English Civil War, the siege of Pendennis, the Restoration, the Charter of 1661
and the building of the parish church - dedicated to King Charles the Martyr.



